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FEASTER SERVICES

HOLY WEEK SERVICES MON 29™ MARCH — FRI 2"> APRIL
This year the Holy Week Services will be at Bridge of Don Baptist
Church, Mon - Fri at 7pm.

The Sunday Celebration evening joint service will also be at Bridge of
Don Baptist Church — 6.30pm

SATURDAY 3% APRIL AT ST. COLUMBA’S

Decorated Egg Competition! 10am-11am (see ‘Fun at Easter’ article for
more information)

EASTER DAY SERVICES AT ST COLUMBA’S
SUNDAY 4™ APRIL

6am Sunrise service — at the cross behind the church, followed by
bacon rolls

10am — Family Celebration Service - followed by Egg Rolling at
11.15am behind the church. Remember your hard boiled eggs.

6.30pm — Bridge of Don Baptist Church for joint Celebration

“The angel said, “Jesus ... is
not here, for he has risen, just

as he said.”
Matthew Ch 28 V 6
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OUR MINISTER FROM AFGHANISTAN

Dear Friends,

The time is passing quickly out here in Afghanistan and 205 (Scottish)
Field Hospital (V) has fully settled in to the exacting role of providing
the Hospital Squadron at the heart of the Hospital here at Camp
Bastion. The visit of Jackie Bird and her film crew, and the subsequent
BBC Scotland documentary that I'm sure many of you will have seen,
seems like just a distant memory. At the time of writing, Op
MOSHTARAK is underway, and you will have heard a good bit about
this on the television and in the newspapers. 'Mostarak' is an Afghan
word that means 'together’, and it describes the way in which Afghan,
American, British, Danish and other coalition forces are working
together to drive out the Taleban from strongholds so that the security
necessary for reconstruction work can be created.

Sadly, a number of coalition soldiers have lost their lives, and we have
held Vigil Services and Ramp Ceremonies to honour their sacrifices
prior to the repatriation flights that return their bodies to the families
and to their homes. As the Hospital chaplain, my work has been
to visit the sick, injured or woundedin the Wards of the
hospital. The Hospital patients are mostly servicemen and women,
principally British and American. Some of their accounts of
the conditions they have experienced out in the Afghan countryside,
and their tales of the combat they have been involved in, are
harrowing. Their courage and their endurance is humbling. Our
servicemen and women face great dangers every day and they do so by
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summoning up great reserves of bravery, and by drawing strength
from the esprit de corps of their Regiments and Units. They are a
credit to the nation and I can certify that their goal is always to do
their best to protect themselves and to protect the civilian
population. When I meet them, soldiers always politely call me 'Sir’,
but more than once I have thought that I ought to be calling them
'Sir', because their bravery and their selflessness is so worthy of
admiration.

Civilians are also treated at our hospital, and sometimes this means
children. Afghan children are often very stoical in spite of their pain
and suffering. They do not cry readily but bear their pain and injury
with remarkable patience. Civilians are sometimes caught up in the
fighting and deserve our prayer and thoughtfulness. They are subject
to many pressures and considerations, not least of which are poverty
and deprivation. They are sometimes used as human shields by the
Taleban. It is an honour to be able to treat them at the hospital. Their
wish is precisely what we wish for ourselves and our own children,
that is, to be able to live in peace and safety, and to see their
children grow up healthy and well.

In addition to working in the Wards of the Hospital, I am also chaplain
to the whole Medical Group, which means offering pastoral support to
everyone who has a medical role here at Camp Bastion. A busy job,
calling for long and busy days! Further to that, we have a church to
run, two services every Sunday, and two bible studies every week! But
it is work that I am finding hugely rewarding, and a great privilege.

Our servicemen and women are doing the best job they possibly can,
and they are doing it with their usual humour, humanity and
courage. Please continue to support them with your respect and with
your prayer. The next time you meet a soldier who has served in
Afghanistan or Iraq, you will be meeting someone who has endured
much, and if he or she has been in a combat role in particular, it will
be someone who has seen and experienced more than you can
imagine. Be kind to them. Pray for them, and for all out here. We are
prone to bemoan the young people of today. Well, I can tell you that



we have remarkable young people out here, and it remains an honour
for me to serve them in Christ's name.

And now my pager has gone off, which means that I have to hurry to
the Emergency Department. Casualties are coming in. All being well,
we will save life and limb, as we have been doing ever since we
arrived.

Your Friend and Minister,

Louis

FOLLOW LOUIS IN AFGHANISTAN

You can follow Louis in Afghanistan by going to Louis’ twitter page
Twitter.com/louiskinsey

PRAYER AT ST COLUMBA'S CHURCH
MONDAY NIGHTS: 7PM - 8PM

Prayer should be like oxygen: completely
necessary.
Prayer should be like breathing: entirely
natural.

Please feel free to join us as we pray for our church, the local area and
the wider world.

If you would like a matter prayed for on Monday nights, please
contact Neil Montgomery, John Fraser, George Wilson or Jim Walker.




FURIOUS LOVE

Rev. Dan Robertson
Associate Minister

I've not always been a Christian. For a long period in my life the last
thing I wanted to do was to follow Jesus. You couldn’t have dragged
me to church and if you had suggested I would be a minister I would
have laughed long and hard! But God had other ideas. I wrote this
poem a number of years ago to try and express what it felt like when
God ‘got me’ and I gave him my life. You might note many similarities
to a story that Jesus told about a returning son.

Furious Love

Controlled by sinful nature and a slave to fear
I turned my back on you whenever you drew near

On the path of pain and death, of anger, lust and greed
When my walls came crashing down you saw me in my need

Drowning, falling and sinking, I cried out in my shame
You heard my despair and in your mercy called my name

You said, “Come out of the darkness, turn from your sin,
Step into the light so that your new life can begin”

Reluctantly I surrendered to the unknown
Warily I turned, left my pride and started for home

Reaching the door unsure of what the response would be
I knocked and then whispered, “Father will you forgive me?”

The door burst open, pouring out warmth and light and love
An embrace, a kiss, then you whispered back from above...



I always loved you, I always will — dead now you live
Today we’ll celebrate son — my forgiveness I give”

Lifting me up out of the mire, the muck, the dirt and mud
You washed, cleansed and purified me with your precious blood

“You're without blemish and now youre holy in my sight,”
Breathing your Spirit in me you said, “Go be my light!”

So now I will praise your name ‘till I see you face-to-face
Then I will praise you forever for your furious love and ludicrous
grace.
Rev. Dan Robertson
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FILMS AND FAITH

We live in a visual culture. For better or for worse we see thousands of
images on a daily basis. Today’s teenagers are the most visually literate
generation the world has ever produced. Much of what we experience
of the world is mediated to us through a television or computer screen.

Movies are a wonderful tool for starting conversations and illustrating
the issues we face on a daily basis. Jesus himself taught in highly
imaginative parables. He connected with fishermen and Pharisees by
using the things he found around him, the sea and its produce, the
temple and its religious accessories.

With this in mind, with Fuel AM (our Sunday morning group for
young teens) we're been using films as a lens to explore our faith. For
example, we looked at friendship in Proverbs 27:17 where it says:
As iron sharpens iron,

so a friend sharpens a friend.



As we watched the on-screen friendship between the hobbits in the
Lord Of The Rings we saw a beautiful illustration of how we need our
friends to help us carry our burdens and responsibilities, something we
cannot do on our own. Suddenly the proverb becomes clear!

I’'m enormously grateful to God for the creativity we see on-screen. It’s
a fantastic resource and life would be dull without it.

A word of warning, however. Not everything we see on-screen is
good and edifying. Unfortunately much of it is rubbish. It can be
dangerous rubbish that seeks not to challenge and entertain but rather
to indulge our baser instincts. Parents and others involved in the lives
of children and young people of course have a responsibility to filter
what our children watch. If you would like to know more about the
content and ratings of films The British Board of Film Classification
(BBFC), who rate all films in the UK, have a really good website for
parents. It explains clearly the content of films and why they have
rated a film the way the way they have. It can be found at:
http://www.parentsbbfc.co.uk. They also have a great section for video
games — which are also rated in the UK.

Tom Webster
Youth Ministry

CHURCH FLOWERS

. Many thanks to all who have added their names to the list for Church
. Flowers for 2010. There are still a few dates left and if this is something
you'd like to do, please have a word with the Flower Team or speak to
any elder, or just add your name to the list. The Church Flower
. calendar is pinned on the noticeboard near to the vestry. :



FUN AT EASTER

Apart from eating chocolate eggs what do we — or could we — do in our
own homes to celebrate Easter? When Christmas comes we're great at
getting ready, getting our houses ready, and getting our kids or
grandkids excited, but I suspect that if you're like me you find Easter a
bit trickier.

Why not buy, or pick from the garden, fresh flowers for around your
home? Get the kids to help and chat with them about new life, about
how God gave Jesus new life at Easter and about how if we love Jesus
we’ll get new life too.

You could make an Easter Garden. A miniature garden with a hill for
3 crosses, and a plant pot on its side for the tomb. Don’t forget a large
stone to go across the tomb. Take a photo and bring it in to show
everyone, we'd love to see!

Go on a walk around your home and see how many cross shapes you
can spot. As you do, remind your kids that Jesus died on a cross and
how sad that was. Of course always get them to remember that “that
wasn’t the end was it? What happened to Jesus? He’s .... ALIVE!”.
Make (or buy!) and send Easter cards. Get the kids to do it and help
them use this opportunity to share their faith with their friends. They
could use them as invitations to our Decorated Egg Competition on
Easter Saturday or to the Easter Sunday morning service and Egg
Rolling! (details below)

I'd love to hear any ideas you have for celebrating Easter as a family.
And of course we’d love to see you at our Easter family events.
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SATURDAY 3% APRIL AT ST. COLUMBA’S

Decorated Egg Competition! Bring along your decorated egg (hard
boiled!) to enter in our competition. Categories for all age groups —
from toddlers to adults! Tea and coffee and crafts for the kids while
the entries are judged. Starts at 10am, entries close at 11am, winners
announced at 11.15am.

SUNDAY 4TH APRIL AT ST. COLUMBA’S

At 10.00 am we worship God in our Easter Celebration Service.

And at 11.15am we’ll be Egg Rolling! Bring your eggs to roll down the
hill behind the church! The Herring Gulls love it! We'll have hot
cross buns afterwards.

Sue Thomson
Children’s Ministry

THE CONGREGATIONAL BOARD
— A FEW QUESTIONS ANSWERED

What is the Congregational Board?
The Congregational board is the group in our fellowship, and in most

Church of Scotland congregations, which takes decisions about the
non-spiritual matters relating to the effective running of the church.
This includes financial issues, matters concerning the church and
manse building, and other practical matters that arise. The board
meets once every 2 months, usually on a Tuesday evening.

Who sits on “the Board”?
The board is made up of all the elders of the congregation, or in very

large congregations a representative group, as well as elected members
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of the congregation. Any member of the congregation can be elected
as a member of the board and the length of office is for 3 years, with
the option to be re-elected. The elections to the board take place at the
Stated Annual Meeting, which happens once a year around the end of
March. The board is chaired by the minister in many churches but
may be chaired by any suitable member of the board. This is what
happens at St. Columba’s and at the moment the board is chaired by
Angela McKinnon, one of the elders.

There are other key roles which must be filled. The Clerk to the board
is the person responsible for arranging meetings, taking minutes and
circulating them, and supporting the Chairperson as required. This
duty is currently fulfilled by Sandra Sutherland. There is the treasurer
who manages the finances of the congregation, producing annual
accounts which meet the requirement of the Scottish Charity’s
Register. This is a very onerous position and we thank God for the
hard work of Grace Burns, our current treasurer. Grace has the
support of a finance committee, which is made up of board members.
There should also be a property convener, but this role is currently
empty and is being covered by members of the property committee.

What do Board members do?

All members of the board attend meetings, as they are able, and, after
discussions, take decisions about the practical matters affecting the
congregation to ensure that the work of the Lord is progressed at St.
Columba’s, reflecting His glory and power. Members of the board also
make up the duty team you see at every Sunday service, greeting
worshippers, helping to ensure that worship runs smoothly as well as
collecting and counting the offering. Most board members are “on
duty” about once a month.

Could I serve the Lord in this way?
We are looking for people with all sorts of skills to serve on the board

— you may have specific financial skills or experience, you may have
practical skills that could be used in the maintenance of the buildings,
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you may have organisational and planning skills which may help with
congregational development or you may simply be a good listener or
an ideas person and want to help take the Lord’s work forward in a
very practical way.

We are about to be seeking new board members- if you would like to
be part of this decision making group please speak to Angela, Neil or
Dan or ask someone on duty on a Sunday about what’s involved.

We are particularly looking for someone to take on the role of
property convener — you would not need to have practical skills for
this role, just ability to co-ordinate the work that needs to be done,
communicate with contractors at times and report these matters back
to the board. Please speak to Angela, Neil or Rev Dan Robertson if you
think you could help with this.

SENIOR CITIZENS

We had a wonderful year last year, spending time with 'the advanced'
(not only in years of course), producing concerts, teas, quiz events and
film nights. We've been so heartened by their positive response that
we're going to plague them again this year with another diet of events
that will hopefully fit the bill!

The path ahead includes Beetle Nights (a new venture for us), Daffodil
Teas, Films galore, a concert in June - just wait till you see it; we're
reviving 'The White Heather Club, summer trips and Strawberry
Teas, an Old Fashioned Hymn Night in September, Quizzes and Films
again in October and November, culminating with our traditional
Christmas Concerts in the Complexes. We have hopes also to start
regular Coffee Mornings with our Senior friends in mind, and perhaps
look at possibilities of providing friendly visits for those who wish this.
All our endeavours are designed with that little 'extra’, to 'lift the
heart' and to bless the soul!
Gordon McFarlane
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YOUR CHURCH NEEDS YOU

Over the past little while we've identified a serious need for visitation
of many of our members and non-members, for example the elderly,
those confined to their homes, the sick and those in hospital. We
know there are a lot of friendly 'talkers' in St Columba's, and would
like to encourage you to give some time and thought to becoming
involved in this ministry. So far the response has been very limited
and we are unable to provide what we consider to be an extremely
valuable service to our members and community. In case you're
worried about time and commitments, we assure you they will be
fairly light, for example, perhaps being linked with one or two people
and visiting them once a fortnight or so for a short time. It's meant to
be for company, communication and a bit of friendship - providing
practical encouragement over and above the visits of the elders. If you
wish more information about this after praying about it, please speak
to Sheila McFarlane or George Wilson or anyone on the Senior
Citizens' Committee.

Gordon McFarlane

(GIRLS BRIGADE AT ST COLUMBA’S

It would be great to have more girls coming along, so if you know of
any girls who are free on Wednesdays and like to have fun, please ask
them to join us.

Explorers; P1- P3  6.30pm -7.30pm
Juniors; P4 -P7 7.15pm - 8.30pm
Brigaders; S1 upwards

Please contact Angela McKinnon for more information: tel 01224
702627; email mckinnona@sky.com
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3RD ABERDEEN BOYS BRIGADE
ST. COLUMBA’S CHURCH

Community Day: Gorse Clearing, Scotstown Moor, Feb 2010

Spring around the corner — this will herald more outdoor activities for
the BB company.

Anchor Boys are off the Macduff for the day on 21 March and the
older boys look forward to a weekend Spring break at Scott Lodge
Outdoor Centre in Glen Doll. This is a beautiful setting in the
southern reaches of Cairgorm National Park. No doubt some snow will
still be around, but with careful planning we will maximise the
outdoor experience.

In June we will visit Ardenbeg Bunkhouse in Grantown-on-Spey.
Canoeing, swimming, walking and cycling will feature, though
hopefully not all at the same time!!

We have 7 young men about to enter the final stages of the Queens
Badge Award, the highest honour in the Brigade. We wish them well
as they move close to its completion. The company and church can be
really proud of their achievements as they work toward this goal.

Tom Webster continues to help us with Christian Education input and
we are grateful for his contributions.

The culmination of the year, BB Open Nights, will be in May.
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Anchor and Junior Display21s May
Company Section Display7® May....... a little more badgework to be
done before the awards ceremony!

The small hardworking core of officers are always helpful of more
support and if you would like to join us and lend a hand in any age
group, please do get in touch.

Bobby Lamberton

SPLINTERS FROM THE CROSS

Little headaches, little heartaches, Let us not then by impatience
Little griefs of every day, Mar the beauty of the whole,
Little trials and vexations, But the love of Jesus bear all
How they throng around our way! In the silence of our soul.

One great cross, immense and heavy, Asking Him for grace sufficient
So it seems to our weak will, To sustain us through each loss,
Might be born with resignation, And to treasure each small

But these many small ones kill. offering

. . As a splinter from His Cross.
Yet all life is formed of small things,

Little leaves make up the trees, Author Unknown
Many tiny drops of water
Blending, make the mighty seas. Submitted by Edna Stewart

“The Lord has really risen”
Luke Ch 24 v34 NLT
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FUNDRAISING GROUP

The Fundraising Group met in January to discuss fundraising events
for this coming year. We decided that, in addition to our other
fundraising activities, we would like to introduce Friday Morning
Coffee Mornings. These will take place on the last Friday of each
month from February to November.

These Coffee Mornings will be for charitable purposes. We do hope
you approve of these events and will come along to show your support
for them and the charities they assist. The proceeds will go to the
Charity nominated each month (with the exception of Alzheimers
Scotland and McMillan Care, which you can support by donation).
The charge for these coffee mornings will be £2:00 per adult and £1:00
per child. There will be a small cake and candy stall, and donations
will be most welcome.

Fund Raising Team

FUND RAISING EVENTS
: Saturday 5th. June Summer Event 10:00am to 12 noon
Saturday 2nd October Jumble Sale 1:00pm to 2:00pm

Saturday 6th. November = Winter Warmer 11:00am to 1:00pm

Charitable Coffee Mornings - all 09:30am to 11.30am

Friday 30th. April C.H.A.S. all proceeds to the Charity
Friday 28th. May Christian Aid :
Friday 25th June Lisa Smith Fund, St. Columba’s Church
Friday 27th. August Alzheimer’s Scotland .
Friday 24th. September McMillan Care

Friday 29th. October Bethany Christian Trust

Friday 26th. November Barnardo’s / Children 1st.



COMMUNION
NOTICES

PAINTING BY BECKY CHAMBERLAIN

The next Communion Services at Church will be held at 10am and
6pm on: Sunday 28% March

Sunday 30* May

Sunday 29% August

Communion will be celebrated at the Services held in Hamewith
Sheltered Housing complex at Noon on:

Sunday 6 June

Sunday 5% September

AN INTIMATE LETTER
FROM GOD TO YOU

My Child,

You may not know me —but I know everything

about you — (Psalm139v1)

I know when you sit down and when you riseup  (Psalm139v2)

I am familiar with all your ways (Psalm139v3)
Even the very hairs on your head are numbered (Mat 10v29-31)
For you were made in My image (Gen 1v27)

In Me you live and move and have your being (Acts 17v28)
For you are My offspring (Acts 17v28)

I knew you even before you were conceived (Jeremiah 1v4-5)
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I chose you when I planned Creation (Ephesians 1v11-12)
You were not a mistake-for all your days are

written in My book (Psalm 139v15-16)
I determined the exact time of your birth and

where you would live (Acts 17v26)
You are fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139v14)
I knit you together in your mother’s womb (Psalm 139v13)

And brought you forth on the day you were born  (Psalm71v6)
I have been misrepresented by those who don’t

know Me (John 8v41-44)

I am not distant and angry-but am the complete

Expression of love (1 John 4v16)
And it is my desire to lavish My love on you (1 John 3v1)
Simply because you are My child and I am your

Father (1 John 3v1)

I offer you more than your earthly Father ever

could (Mat 7v11)

For I am the perfect Father (Mat 5v48)
Every good gift that you receive come from

My hand (James 1v17)
For I am your provider and I meet all your needs (Mat 6v31-33)
My plans for your future has always been filled

with hope (Jeremiah 29v11)
Because I love you with an everlasting love (Jeremiah 31v3)
My thoughts towards you are countless as the

sands on the seashore (Psalm 139v17)
And I rejoice over you with singing (Zephaniah 3v17)
I will never stop doing good to you (Jeremiah 32v40)
For you are My treasured possession (Exodus 19v5)

I desire to establish you with all My heart and all

My soul (Jeremiah 32v41)

And I want to show you great and marvellous things (Jeremiah 33v3)
If you seek Me with all your heart-you will find Me (Deaut 4v29)
Delight in Me and I will give you the desires of your

heart (Psalm 37v4)
For it is I who gave you those desires (Phil 2v13)

I am able to do more for you than you could possible
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Imagine (Ephes 3v20)

For I am your greatest encourager (2Thes 2v16-17)
I am also the Father who comforts you in all your

troubles (2 Cor 1v3-4)
When you are broken hearted I am close to you (Psalm 34v18)

As a shepherd carries a lamb-I have carried you close

to My heart (Isaiah 40v11)
One day I will wipe away every tear from your eyes  (Rev 21v3-4)
And I'll take away all the pain you have suffered

on this earth (Rev 21v3-4)

I am your Father and I love you even as I love

My Son Jesus (John 17v23)
For in Jesus My love for you is revealed (John 17v26)
He is the exact representation of My being (Hebrews 1v3)
He came to demonstrate that I am for you -not

against you (Romans 8v31)
And to tell you that I am not counting your sins (2 Cor 5v18-19)
Jesus died so that you and I could be reconciled (2 Cor 5v18-19)
His death was the ultimate expression of My love

for you (1 John 4v10)

I gave up everything I loved that I might gain your love
(Romans 8v31-32)
If you receive the gift of My Son Jesus you receive

Me (1 John 2v23)
And nothing will ever separate you from My love

again (Romans 8v38-39)
Come home and I will throw the biggest party

Heaven has ever seen (Luke 15v7)

I have always been Father and will always be

Father (Ephesians 3v14-15)
My question is---will you be My child (John 1v12-13)
I am waiting for you (Luke 15v11-32)

Love, your Dad

----Almighty God
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Would you like to come home?

All you need to do is simply believe that Jesus died in your place to
make a way for you to be born into His family-the following words
might help you express your thoughts to God.

Father I want to come home please -- make me Your child-- I turn
from my sins and accept your forgiveness-- made possible through
Your Son Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection—I place my faith and
trust in Jesus alone --to save me--- Thank You for making me a part of
Your family

Amen

Submitted by George Wilson

LOYALTY

Hello, my name is Brian (real name) and I am a long-suffering Dons
fan. For 45 years now I have followed the famous Aberdeen,
witnessing some glorious moments in their history, many not so
pretty, and plenty that were, frankly, dire.

What makes me do it, travelling the long roads and miles to wherever
to watch the team I love? The dictionary defines ‘loyal’ as ‘unswerving
in allegiance’; as ‘faithful to a cause’.

It was the great Liverpool manager Bill Shankly who, when asked if
football was a matter of life and death, replied that it was far more
important than that. Another great question of the time, also spawned
in Liverpool, was “what will we do when Jesus returns?” The reply was
“move St. John to inside left and put ......... on the bench!”
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You see football, like religion, can have an argument based on fact vs.
opinion.

I've seen the Dons win 10 and 8 nil but there has been ‘suffering’
aplenty in 7 — 0 hammerings too.

After a few bad results there is a tendency to hide your faith! How
many of us who attend church regularly, also hide our faith?

As the bad game finishes how many turn their back blaming
everything that breathes within the club? No amount of reasoning will
alter a view based on anger, speculation and supposition. Even in bad
times I adopt the ‘glass is half full’ attitude and find some positives.
There are some of course who will never come back; and others that
‘repent’, see your reasoning and way of thinking, and return to follow
once again. The discussions on the bus to away games can be very
deep, thought-provoking and entertaining. Can you spot comparisons
in the Bible verse “loyalty is unwavering in good times and in bad”
(Proverbs 17:17)?

What else can we do? We, the loyal fans, continue to support our
team. It doesn’t matter what we say to others, we must carry on.
Loyalty is what you do, not what you say. (Matthew 26:33-35)

I am old enough to remember the era of great times when the Dandies
won regularly home and away and a certain team in blue had to wait
for 20 games in the new top ten league to sneak a win against us. Prior
to that we had many years, similar to, if not worse than, the current

situation. But ‘loyalty is in your heart, it is willing and not reluctant’.
(Psalms 78:8)

When down you have to endure many jibes and trials but we still
proclaim our faith. A couple of years ago, whilst enduring an awful
passage of play in a friendly at Dundee, to keep themselves amused
supporters around me were outdoing one another in seeing who could
come up with the worst player of recent times. As I watched every
square pass I bellowed “there’s only one Bryan Prunty” which resulted
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in some almighty laughter from the hundreds all round, and persuaded
them that yes, this old sage knew what he was talking about.

There will be many who followed when times were good, the glory
hunters, but who disappeared when times got tough and who even
denied, when questioned, their onetime devotion. There are others
who refuse to believe that there will be a great return one day. Will
they be ready when that glorious day comes? Will you?

I wonder sometimes, when standing in atrocious weather at some
uncovered run down at the old ground, a wilderness, if my loyalty is
misplaced. But visit the Nou Camp, Bernabau or the Emirates stadium
and you can only be lifted — although there is no place like home: a 4-
4 draw with Celtic prompts the revelation that wow, this is why I keep
coming back!

Synonyms of loyalty are: faithfulness, devotion, dedication, constancy.
To be loyal is to be loving, unwavering, unfailing. Now am I
describing football or Jesus? You choose.

Some people listen then reply that the Bible is only about Jesus’s life
and death but my reply is ‘it is more important than that’. Now, where

have I heard that before?

“Loyalty to the Lord will be rewarded”. (Psalm 84:10-11)
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A CHRISTIAN ON AN ARCTIC CONVOY

Murdanie MacRitchie, my mother’s cousin, was brought up beside the
Atlantic in the village of Breanish, Uig, on the Isle of Lewis in the
Western Isles. He worked on the croft with his parents and was also a
crew member of a lobster fishing boat. At a very young age he became
a Christian.

A week before hostilities began in 1939, he was one of the 1700 men
from Lewis and Harris conscripted by the Royal Navy to be used as
professional seamen on the outbreak of war.

Petty Officer Murdanie MacRitchie served on the anti-submarine
trawler HMS Cape Palliser, escorting convoys along the Polar ice-cap
from Iceland to Russia. The Arctic convoys battered their way through
one of the harshest theatres of WW2 - not only did the seamen have
to contend with persistent attacks from U-boats, the Luftwaffe, mines
and surface craft but also with the unyielding hazards of freezing
temperatures and mountainous seas.

One such convoy, PQ15, departed Reykjavik on 26 April 1942. Three
ships were lost to enemy action, including SS Cape Corso (Lyle
Shipping Co., Glasgow), whose volatile cargo of fuel and ammunition
ensured she went down quickly, killing fifty members of a crew of
fifty-six. Cape Palliser herself was damaged through a ‘near miss’
explosion. Though in mortal danger of his life Murdanie’s thoughts
were on his Christian heritage and it was on this convoy that he wrote
the Gaelic song “Will I Return?’

Murdanie MacRitchie survived the war and his wish was fulfilled
when he was ordained as a Minister in the Church of Scotland. He
died in May 2006, aged 91 years.

I was at the funeral of an old seaman in Lewis where Rev. MacRitchie
made one of the most poignant prayers I have ever heard in my life.
He emphasised the words “I knew Angus in war and peace”. Fifty
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years after the Russian convoys he had forgotten neither the horror of
war nor his shipmates.

WILL I RETURN ? (An Till Mi).

Will I ever return to the Island that I love ?

And to the village that I left?

Will my eyes ever again see the mountains of the Parish of Uig
Or Mialaiseal ascending so high. ?

Will I ever again put my shoulder to a boat
To launch her down to the sea at Mollinis ?
Will I ever set the lobster pots at Sgeir Liath ?
Will I ever again see Mol Breanish?

Will I ever again climb up the mountains

To gather the sheep and bring them down?

Will I ever again see them rounded-up in the fank?
Will I ever again hear the bleating of the lambs?

Will I ever again see the women preparing the food
And the sun shining above me?

Will I ever again see the girls who used to be there?
Will I ever again hear their laughter?

Will I ever again sit on the Sabbath as I used to

Listening to the Scriptures being read?

Will I ever again hear the singing that was so melodious to me?
Will I ever again sit in the Breanish gospel hall?

Will I ever again see the mother and father that I left
Who were sad when I departed?

Will I ever again see them out in the corn-yard
Toiling away until dusk?

Just now I am up in a cold land
And an order has arrived for us to go to sea,
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That the ships have assembled and when night comes
We have to move away with them.

The Skipper went to the chart-room to set the course,
He told me that we were bound for Murmansk,

I asked him where precisely our position would be
And how long before we arrived over there.

When the time came the ships started moving

In order, one in line after the other,

It was winter-time and there was only darkness

And the wind driven snow was blowing down on top of us.

When we reached Russia, there were not so many of us,

The enemy had hit us very hard,

The ships that bore the brunt, are now like coffins being closed
And they are lying at the bottom of the ocean.

But it is my prayer and desire that my life is preserved

And that I will do service for the King on high,

And that I would go amongst the populace to spread the Gospel
And inform them of the Saviour of the people.

Will I ever return to the Island that I love

And to the village that I left?

Will my eyes ever again see the mountains of the Parish of Uig
Or Mialaiseal ascending so high.

Translated from Scottish Gaelic with apologies to the bard. It is
impossible to do justice to his poetry but I have tried to get the
message in the song across.

D.J. MacLeod,
Aberdeen. February, 2010.

If you would like more information, the official report from the escort
commander of Convoy PQ15 can be found at the following link:
http://www.halcyon-class.co.uk/Arctic/pql5.htm
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SCREWTAPE AND THE BANQUET

Once again, a diabolical epistle has fallen into my hands.
Screwtape, a devil long experienced, is here writing once again
to his subordinate, Ragwort. Ragwort has responsibility for
overseeing the ‘Scottish Sector’; the more senior Screwtape has
responsibility for overseeing Ragwort, and answering any
questions he might have. I can’t imagine that Screwtape ever
intended these letters for public consumption, but since
‘consumption’ appears to be the theme on this occasion perhaps
my publishing it represents a kind of poetic justice...

—Gavin Browne

My dear Ragwort,

You catch me just in time. I am dressing for dinner. My instructions
stipulate ‘top hat and tails’, and I have grown another one just for this
occasion.

The occasion in question does in fact have some bearing on your
query. This is the annual Feast of Souls, which we hold at this time of
the year principally to annoy the Enemy, but also to commemorate the
three days during which we held Him captive. When you ascend to
my rank — assuming that your career, like mine, will be one of
unbroken and unbridled success — no doubt you too will be invited to
remember the moment when the War seemed almost won.

For it was a glorious moment. Though brief, it seemed to us
magnificent. Something very like real happiness pervaded every
corner of the Infernal Kingdom. We had won: we had brought God
down to our level, and though we had not re-entered Heaven we had
trapped Heaven’s Lord in Hell. It was a victory.

And then — oh, the vile obscenity of it! He /eft/ He returned to the
Earth and left us here. We thought we had won: we discovered too
late that Christ came here to defeat us all the more savagely. He left us
the sins without the sinner. We had thought the world damned: He
shook off that damnation and returned to a world thus redeemed.
From the moment of Christ’s escape every instance of sin, every
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transgressive particle of every minute of every hour of every day of
every week of every year of every aeon had to be fought for. We claim
souls as being ours only after we spend a lifetime securing them. That
splintered wooden cross, for all that it seemed to torture God, turned
out to be the rod He fashioned for ourbacks. We suffer and slave and
toil to secure souls all the while knowing that the Enemy might at any
moment reach in and pluck a sinner from our grasp. He earnestly
desires the company of His creations for all eternity: thanks to that
cross, He can have exactly that.

And so, every year, we feast at this date to demonstrate that we are by
no means impotent. I have before me the menu. Are you interested in
the cuisine with which we are to be presented? Allow me then to
regale you with the carte du jour

To start, a pdté en terrine du Glutton. I have to say, it is excellent to
see that we are beginning, as is traditional, with something rich. We
do it to yet further distance ourselves from the barbarous practices of
Lent. And given the paucity of the fare in other regards — we seldom
feast on sinners of great defiance, and when we do, they are defiant of
Christian belief, not morality — it is particularly gratifying to be
presented with a species of human soul so completely and utterly self-
absorbed. And, more to the point, ignorantly so.

Do you recall the last occasion on which you, in your capacity as
overseer of the assault on the Church of Scotland, heard a sermon
preached that took gluttony as its theme? We have worked hard to
create a peculiar blindness to the ‘sins of the flesh’ — or, if not
blindness, then at least a kind of tunnel vision — in which we have
fetishised sexual immorality while at the same time disguising all the
other physical immoralities that these corporeal creatures are capable
of. The result is a kind of hysteria, whereby improper sexuality is the
only recognised sin of the flesh and the others — intemperance,
gluttony, or any other craving after physical or sensual pleasure — are
either ignored or excused. Chocolate eggs are in themselves no bad
thing: when they become the focal point of Easter celebrations, when
they dictate how children treat their parents, when they supplant the
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awful figure of the Christ as the symbol of the festival — that is when
they become very bad indeed. At least, for the humans concerned. To
us the confections become invaluable. Sins of the flesh are important
to us primarily because they foster, in the mind and the body and the
spirit of the patient, a kind of deep-rooted selfishness that very quickly
becomes almost impossible to eradicate. We teach our patients that it
is only appropriate that they ‘attend to their needs’: quietly, without
them quite noticing it, we supplant ‘needs’ with ‘desires’ and then
watch as the creatures become slaves to the physical demands which
they choose to place upon themselves! Such an attitude naturally
pervades the whole of the patient’s heart and will. And yet they
themselves seem cheeringly oblivious to the simple and obvious fact
that their bodies affect their minds and their minds affect how they
interact with everyone and everything with which they come into
contact. I have known patients damned for an attitude that was
birthed with the desire for a really good hard-boiled egg. I could show
you a pretty cageful down here — at least, until the kitchens get hold of
them.

After such a rich starter, we move to a more substantive main, Fanatic
en flambé. You will have observed, I'm sure, with the great delight
common to our kind when we encounter patients indefensibly
vociferous, the evolution of that global soapbox known as the Internet.
Or known, more pungently and appropriately, as the Web. It is, after
all, infused with websites whose purpose it is to ensnare the unwary.
In the old days the fanatics, the Pharisees and the outright heretics
could reach only a relatively small audience: now their grasp is global.
All of them are united by their desire to put forward, with more
certainty than they can lay any real claim to, a certain theological
position; while at the same time all of them are mutually antagonistic
and loathe each other with all the venom they can muster. It gives
them, when they are served to us hissing and spitting on their platters,
a certain tang, a particular piquancy one can’t experience from any
other source.

There are variations, of course, subtleties of shade and texture and
grain and flavour, but in the main they fall into three broad camps.
The fanatics so focus on some sin, perceived or otherwise, that they
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become crusaders against it. They set themselves (as they see it)
against Society, and in so doing focus so heavily on Society and its
woes that they increasingly abandon their God and their own
imperfections. These are the characters whom we must blind to the
real practicality of the Enemy’s advice concerning motes and eyes. We
must ensure that while they rail against the Decline of Moral
Standards Today they never once acknowledge that their hatred of
their neighbour doing DIY on a Sunday afternoon is every bit as real a
stumbling block to their experience of the Enemy as the Great Sin
(whatever it is) that so exercises them.

Then there are the Pharisees, all petty rules and regulations and don'’t
do that and we do it thisway and who said you had any right to
comment? You remember, I'm sure, the story of the Sunday School
teacher who, after reading the story of the Pharisee praying in public
to garner public praise, concluded the lesson with “And now let us all
bow our heads and thank God we’re not like the Pharisee”. Pharisees
replace religion with religiosity and replace God with seeming Good.
But in recent years we have managed a delightful doubling, whereby
Christians who are genuinely in obedient service to the Enemy have
been labelled ‘Pharisees’ by their more ‘liberal’ counterparts. The
liberals to whom I refer are not true liberals, of course, but rather
those who attempt to have the Enemy and the Enemy’s Word permit
that which is not, nor ever will be, permitted.

The third category is that of the Heretic. We have worked hard to
ensure that the term has fallen out of favour, reserved only for those
whose interpretation of the Enemy’s Person and the Enemy’s Book is
so utterly far off the mark that very few would subscribe to the
position in any case. In so doing we have enabled heresy to close in,
without ostentation, on the core of the Church. We have done so not
by having people actively decide to endorse positions which they
cannot maintain scripturally but instead by so muddying the waters
that the heresy might almost be inadvertent. Note the ‘almost’. There
is still a decision that must be made, but our task is to have our
patients make it without recourse either to the Enemy or the clarity of
their own unencumbered mental faculties. Heresy, after all, was the
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root of the temptation to the first sin. As Our Father Below put it: “Did
God reallysay...?”

To finish the meal, then, an exquisitely insubstantial soufflé du
flibbertigibbet. These are souls so ephemeral, so flighty and frivolous,
that although they might have known ofthe Enemy they were always
so occupied with the present distraction that they never had either the
time or the inclination to know Him. So obsessed were they with
Celebrity, or Fashion, or the Latest Thing, they spent all their time
chasing after a knowledge that proved worthless and a social
acceptance that was ultimately transitory. Flitting from flower to
faddish flower, they never once alighted on the grave and solemn
truth that the Enemy represents. Of course there is Joy to be found in
Him: He is disgustingly forward with it, advertising it at every turn.
But the souls we now consume we kept from that truth with an
endless succession of useless distractions that, while individually
harmless, are cumulatively calamitous. And so I look forward to
consuming them later this evening.

My mouth waters at the thought. So I shall end this letter now, that I
might not be late for what promises to be an evening of the most
diabolical revelry, with the heartening thought that although we may
not (to finally answer your question) have some great or overarching
strategy for dealing with the celebration of Easter amongst the
Christians, we do not need one: all we must do, the rest of the year
through, is maintain the attitude that has Christ on the cross put to the
back of the mind. It is sin, no matter how seemingly inconsequential,
that brings our patients ever closer to our ovens; it is sin that poisons
Christian endeavours; it is sin that will secure our triumph in the end.

I remain, as ever,
Your fiend and mentor,

Screwiape

Wholly Dishonourable Undersecretary for Inhuman Resources
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THE LOWER DON

A few years ago, when the Brig o Balgownie was closed for
maintenance, a template of scaffolding was put in place to complete
the survey. In the Thirteenth Century, a framework of timber was put
in place to shape the same arch as it was built. Stonemasons shaped
blocks of stone to precise tapers so that the arch fitted together like the
wedges of a Terry’s chocolate orange.

In its early days, the design of the Brig o’ Balgownie was cutting edge.
The stone was likely sourced nearby. The Brig was completed in 1320
and would have been subject to a toll. It was a trade route and
therefore militarily strategic. North East Aberdeenshire of that time
was glaciated clay, undulating northwards. There were very few field
systems, and few roads. The land surface would have been covered in
boulders, stones, (dry) moors, mosses and bogs, with scatterings of
trees and shrubs. Any field systems of consequence were named ‘Park’
because they were naturally stone-free, fertile and valuable.

Until comparatively recently, the Brig o’ Balgownie allowed motor
traffic to go between King Street and Cottown of Balgownie. Today it
is reserved for pedestrians and cyclists only. Cottown is actually short
for ‘cottage town’ or ‘cotter houses’.

In the early years of the Brig, the Salmon Fishings on the lower Don
belonged mostly to the local Church, and they were very lucrative.
These salmon were cured and exported in large numbers. The pool
below the Brig was shaped by man to persuade salmon not to go back
with the tide. Net and coble was used there. Basically, the length of
the net equalled the length of the ‘shot’. As the net was paid out from
the stern of the shallow boat, labourers physically hauled the ‘shore
end’ downstream. It was tough work. The two ends were eventually
brought together, having circled and ‘bagged’ the salmon in that reach
of the river. This went on every lawful day and the River was
exceptionally productive.

In Victorian times these fish would reach Billingsgate Market in
London within 12 hours of being caught, all iced up, and still
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quivering in rigor mortis. This shows the effectiveness of preparing the
salmon and the efficiency of the rail network!

The Old Scots Laws had conservation in mind and imposed a close
season for net and angling. There was also a weekly close time on a
Sunday when fish had a clear run upstream. Salmon still exist on the
Don because the ancient Laws prevented a ‘free for all’. A percentage
of stock fish had to reach the headwaters to spawn and thus renew the
river.

Don salmon are big fish because the immature hatchlings have an
incredible amount of invertebrate life on which to feed. Consequently,
their high live-weight gain is fixed from birth. Salmon from the Dee
are usually smaller.

Upstream from the Brig o’ Balgownie is Walkers Pool. It is directly
below Thomas Glover’s House. It is an artificial pool built from shaped
stones. It was once fished by rod and line from a skiff. Walkers Pool
was probably a ‘cruive’. This was the earliest form of an intervention
fishery on the Don. A dyke was built across the river and crude boxes
set in gaps so that running salmon were confined, until removed and

killed.

By the time the Ellon Road Bridge was built by Thomas Telford in
1830, the bogs and wastes of Aberdeenshire had been drained and the
land improved beyond belief. Turnpike roads from all over East
Aberdeenshire funnelled travellers to what is now Bridge of Don. The
original Telford Bridge was only 24 feet wide. In 1959 a second bridge
was completed alongside Telford’s Bridge.

Another road Bridge for Aberdeen’s largest suburb is long overdue.

Jim Walker
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Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Hallelujah! April brings us to

Easter — the crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ - the
triumphant highlight of the Christian year. As St Paul pointed out,

unless Jesus really did rise again, our faith is useless, and we may as

well forget any hope of heaven or eternal life.

passover jerusalem soldiers
bread pilate Cross
wine judas nails
body gethsemane vinegar
blood trial temple
betrayal crucifixion curtain
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Mary
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CHILDRENS’ PAGE

-
o'y 2 >

Mouse Mak

The angel
said: “Jesus...is
not here, for he
has risen, just as
he said”
Matthew 28:6

Jesus said:
“I will come

On the cross Jesus opened
wide his arms for us,
Jesus put an end to death
by dying for us
and showed us the
resurrection to come
by rising to new life.

HAPPY EASTER!

Jesus said:
“Where two or
three come
together in my
name | am there
with them.”
Matthew 18:20

To make an Easter
mobile glue the picture
of Jesus to thin card,

colour, then cut out
Cut around the word

back and take panels and glue
you to myself so together along a
that you will U:ength of ﬂI'lnT_

where | " string or wool. Tie

be Sis A end to the top of

John 14.:3

Jesus and hang up.

(Wordsearch and Children’s Page from parishpump.co.uk)
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTER

CHANGES SINCE JANUARY 2010

NEW MEMBERS

BAPTISMS

WEDDINGS

DEATHS
We are sad to inform you of the death of Jeannie Beaton.

There are no other entries to include since January 2010. However
this section will be updated with each edition of The Fold. If you
know of any ‘Announcements’ that would be of interest to our readers,
which are not included on the Parish Register, then please send them
in to us either in writing to “The Magazine Team’ at St Columba’s or

by email to magazine@stcolumbaschurch.org.uk.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEATH
We are sad to inform you of the death of Helen Munro.

QUOTES

It was not for societies or states that Christ died, but for me.
CS Lewis

One drop of Christ’s blood is worth more than heaven and earth.
Martin Luther

(Information from parishpump.co.uk)
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NOTICES

BIBLEWORLD MONDAY 12TH APRIL - FRIDAY 16™ APRIL

Over 450 Primary 5 and 6 pupils are expected to come along, explore
the history and content of the Bible on a multimedia trailer and learn

the big Gospel story of the Bible. We need your help. If you can
volunteer for any or all of the days (mornings 8.45-12.30, afternoons
12.30-3.15) let Tom or I know please. It's going to be amazing and
great fun!

HOLIDAY CLUB — 2ND TO 8TH AUGUST.

It’s time to get excited because Holiday Club is coming!
Please pray for this ministry.

WIDER CHURCH

WWPF’Ss EARTH HOUR

On Saturday 27 March 2010 we’d like you to join millions of people
across the world in a global call for action on climate change. At
8.30pm individuals, organisations, businesses, local authorities and
iconic buildings will switch their lights off for an hour. WWF’s Earth
Hour is an inspiring message of hope and action aimed at global
leaders and was a huge success in 2009. We’re hoping that Earth Hour
2010 will be even bigger and better. Visit
www.wwfscotland.org.uk/earthhour for up to date information.
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MAGAZINE TEAM

Welcome to the second edition of The Fold. Thank you for the many
kind comments we received following the first edition and also for
your suggestions as to how we can improve the magazine. If you have
any other comments or suggestions then please send them in to us
either in writing to ‘The Magazine Team’ at St Columba’s or by email
to magazine@stcolumbaschurch.org.uk.

We would like to extend our thanks again to everyone who kindly put
forward articles for this edition. It was wonderful to see such a variety
of pieces being submitted and to see a number of new contributors.
Please remember that anyone can submit an article. If you feel you
have something to share which would be of interest to our readers,
then please send it in. The next edition will be out in the summer so
there’s plenty of time to start planning. In the meantime, we wish you
all a Happy Easter,

God Bless

The Magazine Team

AN EASTER PRAYER

O Lord God, Our Father, you are the light that can never be put out;
and now you give us a light that shall drive away all darkness. You are
love without coldness, and you have given us such warmth in our
hearts that we can love all when we meet. You are the love that defies
death, and you have opened for us the way that leads to eternal life.

None of us is a great Christian; we are all humble and ordinary. But
your grace is enough for us. Arouse in us that small degree of joy and
thankfulness of which we are capable, to the timid faith which we can
muster....to the wholeness of life which you have prepared for all of us
through the death and resurrection of your Son. Do not allow any of
us to remain apathetic or indifferent to the wondrous glory of Easter,
but let the light of our risen Lord reach every corner of our dull hearts.

Karth Barth (Information from parishpump.co.uk)
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WEEKLY PROGRAMME AT ST. COLUMBA'’S

- Sunday . Monday

9.30am — Sunday Morning Prayer 6.30pm — Bowling Club

10am — Morning Service (Creche, : 7pm — Church Intercessory Prayer
Kidzone, Bible Class) — followed by Meeting

refreshments 8pm — Women’s Bible Study Group:
Contact Helen Jerry on 07840

. 6pm — Evening Service 639298

Beeoresessenenncnecsntontoresessescoscsessetorsorasessestotcsessetorsorasestestetcsresetorsorasestercorcstesesersd  eseseeeseesessescereteeeeterestetestettetesetoetorettetertettotetetoetoretetettertotetetttterattsttrtorcoresrssesenas

- Tuesday
6-7pm  — Kids Plus
. 7.30-9pm - Youth Fellowship

 Wednesday
9.15-11.15am — Under Fives

Girls Brigade:
6.30pm Explorers
7.15pm Juniors
7.30pm Brigaders

7.30pm — Home Group:
. Contact George Wilson on
- 01224 703672

7.30pm - House Group:

- Thursday

Friendship Group -meets every 2nd
Thursday afternoon (On 18/03/10).
2pm variety of speakers and
entertainers, something to interest
everyone. Or come early from
1.25pm — 1.50pm for ‘Movin’ Aboot’
gentle seated exercise to music

7pm — Home Group:

Contact Gordon & Sheila

. McFarlane on 01224 821919
or Dave & Dee Foster on

. 01224 825244

8pm Thursday Group — meets every
274 week (On 25/03/10) — Ladies of all
ages welcome.

.......................................................................................................................

Contact Rev Dan Robertson on
07909840654

. Friday

Boys Brigade:

. 6.15-7.15pm Anchor Boys;

| 7.15-8.45pm Juniors;
7.30-10pm Company Section

- Saturday
Dance Workshop:
6-7.30pm — Juniors;

7.30-9pm — Seniors



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

JUMBLE SALE - SATURDAY 20TH MARCH 1:00-2:00PM

We are looking for Bric a Brac, Clothing of all types, Toys, Linen,
Curtains and Books plus any other suitable items so why not have a
Spring Clean. The Church will be open from 8:00am on the day to
receive goods. Offers of help on the day would be appreciated. For
further information please see any member of the Fund Raising Group.

MESSY CHURCH - SUNDAY 215T MARCH 2.30 —4PM.

A service for Under 5s and their families. This really is an afternoon

you don’t want to miss! If you have children who are under 5 or pre-
school, come along and join in the fun. There will be a variety of
Messy activities, a celebration, followed by some food!

MEN’S BREAKFAST- SATURDAY 27™ MARCH 9 UNTIL 11AM

Come along and enjoy a time of fellowship over a hearty breakfast.
Guest speaker —bring along your friends. Children welcome. (Free)

STATED ANNUAL MEETING OF CONGREGATION - 28™ MARCH
Will take place following the morning service

CHURCH CONTACT LIST

Church telephone: 01224 705337

Our church web site address - www.stcolumbaschurch.org.uk

Associate Minister: Rev Dan Robertson: Tel: 07909840654
dan@stcolumbaschurch.org.uk

Youth Ministry: Tom Webster: tom@stcolumbaschurch.org.uk
Children’s Ministry: Sue Thomson: sue@stcolumbaschurch.org.uk

Our Minister is presently serving in Afghanistan and is due to return
in May.

Minister: Louis Kinsey: louis@stcolumbaschurch.org.uk

Blog: http://coffeewithlouis.wordpress.com
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